Thames Tunnel Phase II Public Meeting

Questions for Thames Tunnel
Introduction

SPTRA requested during the “Drop in sessions” that you would serve local interests better with the preparation of a Q and A document specific to our concerns, that captured a summary of all recurrent questions and themes and that this would be ready for circulation before this meeting.  This was not supplied
We now repeat the same request for the preparation of this same document but now taking into consideration all questions raised in the debate on 6th October. 

For 6th October, we require the following questions and any additional points raised on to be treated as a formal submission and therefore to be answered in writing in a form that will be available prior to the next set of drop in sessions supplementing and or incorporated into the Q and A document.

Please note, this document has been prepared by SPTRA but we expect representation from the Factory Quarter, Stamford Brook RA, the area around Whellock Rd and the Bedford Park Soc all to be represented

Meeting Introduction

To begin, please refresh succinctly (with the aid of simple diagrams?) how the Acton Storm Tanks site currently operates and then how the tunnel will operate differently assuming your latest plans (larger tunnel) for the site are implemented. In other words - explain how currently untreated sewage is (occasionally) is discharged into the Thames from the Acton Storm Relief CSO and how the proposed site will work to divert sewage into the new connection tunnel when the main tunnel is fully operational. 
Then explain, when fully operational , if the capacity projections assume the storm tanks continued operation.  
Questions / New Tunnelling Strategy 

1.The local drop-in sessions, did not supply clear information about the need for a larger connection tunnel and consequently a larger shaft/construction area within the storm tanks site? What is the justification for this?
2. We have been told that the construction activities will move to the northern part of the site – where exactly?

3. We are told there will now be three 15m chimneys – If so, where? What evidence supports this height not higher in terms of efficiency of dispersal of fumes
Questions  / Construction phase
1. Noise - We want confirmation there will be no noise generated outside normal working hours and we insist that noise will only to be made between the hours of 8am and 6pm weekdays and 8am to 1pm Saturdays.  
2. Vibration - Please confirm that the depth of the connection tunnel (30m below ground?) will ensure no vibration will be felt on the surface as a result of the tunnelling machine boring out the connection tunnel? Why were questions asked about commercial printing equipment in residential dwellings?
3.  Vibration - How much vibration do you anticipate will be felt by surrounding areas when the shaft is dug down to the connection tunnel or as a result of any other machinery used on the site?  What impact is predicted on the foundations of the buildings in the surrounding areas?  What precautions will you take to minimise/monitor their impact? Will you confirm the area where impact is predicted?
4. Direction of Tunnelling / spoil removal – Your news article, 21 July 2011, states, the work will involve the site receiving “a boring machine needed to create a connection tunnel linking the Acton Storm Relief sewer with the main Thames Tunnel, starting at Hammersmith”.  This seems to indicate that the connection tunnel will be bored from the Acton Storm Site end.  It was our understanding that the connection tunnel will be bored from the Hammersmith end such that all spoil resulting from digging the connection tunnel will be removed from Hammersmith i.e. the only spoil to be removed from the Acton storm Tanks site would be from digging the shaft down to the connection tunnel and from clearance of the surface of the site.  Please can you confirm that our understanding is correct? 
5. Light pollution - Are there any plans for the site to be lit when dark?  How will the light pollution be managed
6. What will be done to minimise the adverse effects of noise, vibration, traffic and pollution during construction over and above restrictions in the hours of operations.?

Questions / post operational phase / 2020+
1. How much noise (if any) do you anticipate will be generated from the site equipment when operational? e.g. will the ventilation equipment generate noise?

2. How effective is the ventilation equipment? i.e. Will smell be 100% eliminated? Is the equipment based on technology already in use elsewhere? How exactly does the equipment work? 

Questions / appearance post operational phase / 2020+

1. What will site look like after completion of project?  When will we see an artist’s impression of the new layout?
2. Are Thames Tunnel willing to put back something into our community? e.g. build a children’s play area on edge of site or allocate some ground for allotments/ farmer’s market

Questions / future plans for rest of site

1. What consideration has been given to the rest of the site?  We appreciate that the site is owned by Thames Water but surely in your discussions with them some thought has/will be given to rest of site before start of the Thames Tunnel project. (We want to understand plans for whole site & not just area required for Thames Tunnel)

2. Monitoring of pedestrians through Rugby Rd. Footpath next to scout huts was contracted by TT. This indicates that someone is considering access to site for future development.  Please confirm? 
Questions / Storm Tanks post operational phase / 2020+
1.  Can you confirm that the capacity of this section of the Thames Tunnel is sufficient to ensure that the storm tanks themselves can be made redundant when the Thames Tunnel is fully operational? 
2. Initially you indicated that you envisaged that “the storm tanks would continue to operate during and after the construction of the Thames Tunnel project”, whereas more recently you have indicated that you believe that they will become redundant after completion of the project. What are your/Thames water’s current plans? 
3. Is it true that the storm tanks may be filled with material from the site?  If so, we presume that this will reduce the number of lorries needed to remove material from the site.  Is our presumption correct?
Question/EU Directives and Lessons Learned
We are obviously following an EU directive. Could we benchmark this project or parts of it with similar activities that took place on the Continent? Please let is know of similar cases and what have we learned and/or could benefit from their experiences before, during, and after the completion
